


Leprosy – Current Situation:

• About 200,000 cases of leprosy occur globally, and 
more than 50% of them are from India.

• Around 5% of these are children.
• ���X�:�j�2�î�Ù�T�‡�Ù���Í�}�ô�Ù�î���\�Í�æ���+���e���ô�\�Ù

due to leprosy.
• By 2027, India intends to 

reduce the incidence of 
leprosy by 50% compared 
to 2023.

• The dermatologists diagnose 
and treat good number of 
leprosy cases in India  .

• The leprosy cases are referred to 
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on their own.

• A proportion of members of Indian Association of 
Leprologists (IAL) are dermatologists and they can 
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transmission.

• A leprosy case during treatment may be more               
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administered PEP. 

Prevention of leprosy 
using PEP/SDR:

• Close contacts of index cases are more susceptible for 
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57%  .

• The World Health Organization (WHO)  and the 
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endorsed the use of SDR for Leprosy Post-exposure 
Prophylaxis (LPEP).
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• Around 20 eligible contacts need to be administered 
SDR for desired results.
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prolonged regular or interrupted contact with an index 
case during the last one year. The time period of contact 
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hours/week.

• A child below two years of age and pregnant women 
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• Another enhanced chemoprophylaxis is under trial- 
PEP++  . 
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How IAL Members/Dermatologists 
can support PEP/SDR:

• Screen the family members of the leprosy patient and 
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• Can organize Continued Medical Education (CME) and 

seminars on leprosy. 
• Can take part in media discussions to generate 
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by the state.

• May refer cases to physiotherapists for appropriate 
disability care. 
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Recommendations: 
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using SDR, the IAL as an association recommends that 
all IAL members/Dermatologists treating leprosy 
patients in their clinics, organizations, and departments 
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PEP using SDR for the patients family and close 
contacts.
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